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2014 OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION RECAP

First, a report on the 2014 Reunion held in September at Oklahoma City. Total attendance of more ti
exceeded all expectations. We joined #@15t and 484" Bomb Groups (the other units of the 4®Ving)
along with members of the 495BG and other units. Our attendance totaled about 70 of which there w
12 WWII survivors. We were again honored to have Bobbi Kelly and her daughter, Khres. wBobbi is
the only person to have attended all eighteen of the #Reunions held to date. We also were honored
have Gregory Riggs (Executive Director of thé"485) and Kim Hobbs (President of the 8B&5) with us.
Attractively mounted Ceificates of Appreciation were awarded to each of our WWII survivors present i
the Reunion. Certificates also were presented to other attendees for their support of theBGS Including

Bobbi Kelly Karen Kelly Wilma Bennett
Jonathan Tudor Susan (Tuaf) Prince Clay Keown
Bill Brisendine Michael Smeltzer Marsha Morris

Peter Polmen (age 96), Nathan Mckinney (age 95) and Linn Newman (age 94), Sedge (Red) Hill and
gStft LIad yAySie olftf Ay FTGGSYRIFYyOS0O LINROARSRK
and abilityto successfully reach difficulttgets in WWIL. All in all the Joint Meeting of our various Air un
went exceedingly well for all concerned. We greatly appreciated the good work and leadership provic
the membes of the 46F and 484" Bomb Groups

2015REUNION

Mark yourcalendar! We will be holding our 2015 Reunion Septemb#& 22" at Kansas City. Again we will
be teaming up with the 461BG and the 483 BG (the other Units in our #9Ving) along with our good
friends from the 458 BG and our new friends from th5" BG. Additionally, Kim Hobbs and some of his
associate members from the 37@G may join with us. All in all, this should prove to be a truly historic
meeting of the Fifteenth Air Force Units.

Preliminary information on this is available on oul3@Rewmion Website
http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2015 which will be updated as th@fham details are established. If you
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a note with your full address. 1 will send along a copy of the Program and Registration Forms as soon as
available.Feel fee to contact me regaiing this at the address in the heading on the first page.

2014 SURVIVOR PICTURE

Joint Reunion 15™ Air Force Bomb Groups WWII
19%-21°* September, 2014 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
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Row 1 (Seated Row (L to R)) — 1. Alex Garcia 451* BG 2. Tom Boyd 455" BG, 3. Ormond Buffington 455" BG, 4. Ed Longenecker 451" BG, 5. Louis Hoffman 451" BG,
6. Peter Poimen 451" BG, 7. Ed Van Benschoten 451" BG

Row 2 (L to R): 1. Jim Dooley 451* BG, 2. Nathan McKinney 451" BG, 3. Sedge Hill 451" BG, 4. Achi Kozakis 451" BG, 5. Carl Stracka 455" BG, 6. Win Jones 451" BG,
7. Richard Minor 451* BG, 8. Linn Newman 451" BG

Not Pictured: Milo Sanchez 451" BG

DISTRIBUTING THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL

With the passage of time, more and more people are usintplt as their primary communication vehiclé.
you arereceiving thenewsletter in the mail and have anriail address, kindly send in your email to
winjones@comcast.netThis will serve to reduce the cost of distributing future Newsletté&so if you are a
WWII survivor, please let us know your duty position with tb&%4



451st Bomb GroupNewsletter No.5 November2014

2014 REUNION PROGRAM & SPEAKER

Special Happenings Getting the Planes Ready
Speaker: Nathan McKinney, Line Chief 451st BG Speaker: Sedge (Red) Hill 451t BG

B

The Markersdorf Airdrome Mission Bailing Out 1 Evading Capture
Speaker: Win Jones, Top Turret Gunner 4515t BG Speaker: Thomas Boyd, Tail Gunner 455" BG
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A Typical Day Emergency Landing at VIS
Speaker: Alex Garcia, Office Staff 451t BG Speaker: Richard Minor, Ball Turret Gunner, 4515t BG

An Overview of the Air War
Speaker: Achi Kozakis, Nose Turret Gunner, 4515 BG

Emergency Flight Operations 4515t History
Speaker: Ormond Buffington, Flight Engineer 455" BG Speaker: Mike Hill




DONATIONS
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Should you desire to honor a crewmaiefamily membeyjust make a memorial donation of $50 more.
Pleasesend along the full name and duty position of {herson being honored. Bmorials and other
designated tributes recently received are as follows:

Donor

Braverman, Shirley
Clancy, Paul T. Jr
Elliott, Sallie (Eaton)
Esser, Karen

Hill, Sedgefield D.
Hill, Sedgefield D.
Jones, Jack (Little)
Jones, Jack (Little)
Jones, Jack (Little)
Jones, Jack (Little)
Jones, Jack (Little)
Kozalks, Achi
Longenecker, Edward,
Prince, Susan (Tudor)
Yates, Jane H.

Zinn, Steven E.

In Tribute To

GeorgeBraverman Waist Gunner

Paul Clancy Si.ine Mechanic

Colonel Robert E.L. Eaton

Harold Esser, Armaments

Joseph F. Gard, Flight Engineer/Gunner
DavidEagles, Nse Turret Gunner

Robert Anderson, Pilot

Joe Naranjo, Nose Turret GunrgelMacks Crew
Crew 89, Pilots Hopksn Massare, Brockett and Tedesco
Ernest W. Atking;light Engineer/Gunner Crew 89
James E. Burns, Radio Operator/Gunner Crew 89
Harold S. Patterson Crew

Dick Long, Pila& Crew of Screamin Meemie
Captain George E. Tudétjot

Robert M. Finehout

Eli Zinn, Engineering Officer 723quadron

Donations also have been received from the following sincevthg 2014Newsletter:

Burlingame, William Mason, Verne, H. Miller, John B. Robinson, Ron

Hipple, William F. Mastracci, Cesareno J. Nelson, Wesley F. Tedesco, Frank L.

Latchaw, Arthur J. McKinney, Nathan Newman, Linn W. Vogel, John R. Sr.
LAST FLYBY

The following reflects the death notifications received sinceMay 2014 Newsletter:

451t Member

Crim, Hubert L. Sr.
Dix, William G.
Dupee, Merle E.
Hanson, Clarence A.
Lindblom, Andrew C.
Miller, John F(Jack)
Nelson, Lloyd
Roberts, Robert Jr.

Duty Position DOD
Unknown 04.07.2014
Unknown 04.11.2014
Tail or Ball Turret Gunner 04.27.2013
Unknown 10.06.2014
RadarElectronics Officer 09.00.2013
Nose Turret Gunner 05.09.2014
Radio Operator/Gunner 06.23.2013
Unknown Unknown
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4515t Member Duty Position DOD

Saurin, Robert W. Sr. Flight Engineer/Top Turret Gunner 04.06.2014
Small, Charles Pilot (Small Fry) 05.02.2014
Tackes, Jerome M. Ball Turret Gunner 03.12.2012
Williams, Leroy Unknown 02.19.2014
Williams, Robert Flight Engineer/Top Turret Gunner 04.06.2014
Zinn, Eli Engineering Officer 727Squadron 06.24.2012

THEN AND NOW

Gerald E. Applef Leavenworth Indianasesdl f 2y 3 KAa aKSff2¢d b SoNddrbrR & |
his tour of duty of 50 missi@included seven trips to Ploesti! He still lives independently but his wife resides
in a nursing home. He would enjoy hearing from anyone that might remember him. His number is
812.739.2638.

Jack E. (Little) Jones still battling lung cancer. He wduhppreciate your help in identifying thellowing

fyerr ¢ KS {30® Ddzy ySNJ g6+ a | YS ¥sgSadiord and He bften wogldvatigimpt yoQ a
hypnotize people as something of a hobble was schedutkto fly the next day, February 25194 and he
stopped by our tent to tell us goeblye, saying he had a strong premonition he would not make it back. He
showed no fear; it was like he had accepted his fate as he shook hands with each of us and toldlmgegood
That was disturbing to us, arvee all tried to assure him that he likely would make it back home, but his
premonitionwas srong. The nextday, Lt. Comp@ra / NBg 61 & aK20d R26y 2@OSNJI
crewmembersd. R2y Ql 1y2¢ AT Y& TN KR (a dzNIBDN G 112N OfF X (&
anyone can provide any information on this, please call Ja2R&766-0403

IT PAYS TO STAY IN FORMATION

A copilot of a B17 flying outof England, Orson Pacey, was from Chalmers Indiana (also the hometown of Win
W2y Saoo hy CSOoNMHzZ NBE mcXI mpno tIFOSeQa LI IyS LAf?2
Formation to go to the aid of a solelg being attacked by a few MED9s. While circling the damageelB at
about 10,000 feet over the English Chansekldenly appeared fifteen additi@hME-109s. P& S & D7was

shot down and ashed in the cold icy water of the channel. Upon crashing th& Broke into parts.

Tail Gunner Sgt. Taylor went down in the tail section. Waist gunner S/Sgt. Dew vgagiafibating in high
waves. The pilot, Lt. Dunnicajledtogetout2 ¥ G KS LAt 20 Q& 6AYyR21F. RagidR ¢Sy
operatorT/SGT. Hollank | R 6 SSy &K 2 (tthe BAR. LORadelf Syt (Tiickes &hdl S/Sgt. Cascio
escaped throufy the radio hatch and reached an inflated rubber dinghy. They spent about 14 hours in the
dinghy, were strafed three times, flipped over many times in the high waves, and eventually reached the
French coast near Brest in the darkness of early morningy fidund a small shoreline hut and slept a short
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time. At about 0600 they saw a French House in the distance, and headed towards it. The French family ga
them coffee, bread, and a change of clothing and then asked the crewmen to leave since Gerneas sold

were in the area. They were captured a few hours later and transported to a jail in Paris, then to Frankfurt,
Germany and on to POW camps.

THREE FEATHERSdney Winski, Pilot 726"

We were over the Caribbeararly December 1943, on our wto Africa. It was peaceful, when suddenly #1
tach started oscillating wildly, angle could hear the beat of a rumay prop. No big deal, when the rpm hit
GKS NBR YIN] 2y0S GKSy GKS ySEG GAYS 4 Sy-fiotl 6238
feathered #1. About that time #2 went wild, before we completed thathering of #2, #3 prop raaway, we
feathered #3. | remembemy

main concern was the props

running away far past the

maximum rpm and one would

tear loose and damage the

airplane. We were about at

10,000 ft. above the overcast

with no land in sight. We

broadcast a MAYDAY and

prepared to ditch. Within a very

short time our signal was picked

up by an ADF station which gave

us a heading to steer to make th

island of SainLucia. We broke

through the overcast maybe

about 2,000 feet and spotted the

island off on our left. Soon the

runway came into view on the

southern end of the island. |

purposely made a high approact

to be sure that | would not

undershoot. When | wasigee we

would make the runway, we

feathered the three engines but

did not apply any power to them

' FGSNI YFETAY3 |

final, to kill altitude, we made a

normal power off landing.



