
Comments Concerning the Accuracy of Missing Air Crew Report #9585 

The Missing Air Crew Report #9585 (copy enclosed contains an eye witness statement from 

S/Sgt. Thomas E. McHale.  He states that he saw Lt. Bodycomb’s aircraft at a location 45° 30’N 

and 15° 10’E and that all four (4) engines were operating.  S/Sgt. McHale may have seen a 

different aircraft since only two (2) engines, the #1 and #1, were operating at any time after the 

other engines were feathered.  The damaged engines were feathered after the plane was hit near 

the end of the bomb run.  That location was near Vienna, located at about 48° 20’N and 16° 

20’E.  The aircraft was then about 15 minutes from Lake Neusiedler, a large lake which is about 

45 nautical miles from central Vienna. 

The observation made by S/Sgt. McClure could apply to the situation when Lt. Bodycomb’s 

aircraft first left the formation right after the target, but not to a location 15 minutes flight time 

from the Adriatic Sea.  Some fighters did escort us as we left the formation and they stayed with 

us for some time, perhaps half an hour, before they left.  Perhaps there fuel was low. 

The flight path of Lt. Bodycomb’s aircraft was, roughly from the target area to Lake Neusiedler 

and then a southerly course was followed until a third engine sputtered and the alarm was 

sounded.  This flight path does not put the damaged aircraft anywhere near the sighting reported 

by S/Sgt. McClure. 

When the alarm sounded on the damaged aircraft and we all bailed out we were located at about 

45° 45’N and 17° E, about 10 miles south of Virovitica.  A more easterly flight path than the one 

described by S/Sgt. McHale was selected because our aircraft had lost a great deal of fuel, we 

knew we would have to bail out over enemy territory and we selected a less populated area 

where there was a large area populated by Partisan activity. 

I have prepared and attached a statement of the events that occurred on November 1, 1944 as I 

best recall them and have signed the statement.  I have also included copies of the Missing Air 

Crew Report and a news release from the Fifteenth Air Force that was prepared from the 

debriefing notes obtained in mid-January when our crew returned to active duty in Italy and 

before we were returned to the United States. 

Sincerely, 

Cyril G. Lawson 

Known as Cyril G. Levine before August 1949 


