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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT pe

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and dations for action to prevent repetition)

oo When the landing gear was lowered for lmdmg the pilot and co=-pilot noticed
that the plane did not fly as amoothly as usual. The engineer $hon called the
pilot aund told him that the left landing gear was not locked down and after closer
examination reported that the side brace strut was broken completely off jusc below
the knucle joint. The pilot immediately notifiied the r that it was impossible
to lock left landing gear down. After receiving permisSion from the tower to make
a crash landing the pilot started a normal approach tg the runway and made a very
smooth landing. Immediately agter touching the ground the left landing gear started

- to collapse.and the plane swerved to the left, the pilot quickly regained control
by using the #1 and #2 engines, full right rudder, and right brake, and brou;ht the
plans to & stop just off the edge of the runway.
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On January 15, 1945, 1 wag piloting a B-24 H type
alrcraft, Alr Fprce Serlial Numb®r 41-28786, from Giola
to my home base on & ferrying trip. When gear was put
down for lending, I noticed unusual roughness in the way
the ship was flying. Investigajion by the Engineé® reveals
ed that the lower half of ackknife s t w qg?nlgjglx.
broken. When clesred by tower for landing, we came in for

normal landin%. After ground contact, the left gear began
to fold up. lane wgs held straight on runway by throttlesy
rudder and last, by right brake. When the plane came to a
full stop, the switches were cut and the gas cut offy and
®the pilot, co-pllot and engineer imuediately evacuated the
sirip. The ugdersigned has no solution as ¢to how the strut
was broken.
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