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(68) Wo DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and reoc dations for action to prevent repetition)
On 8 May 1944, fire broke out in the nose compartmsnt of airplame B-24H AAF serial
No. 41-29195 shortly after the main line and battery switches were turned om. The fire
was very intense and filled the entire nese cempartment withim a few mements wfter the
first indicetion that there was anything wrong. Attempts by fire fighting persemnsl
proved futile. When -the fire reached the wimg and bomb-bay, porlonul evacuated the
immediate area. :

The uirpla.no had been_preflighted upproxixutoly three hours and a half befere the
incident occurred., While nn]d.ng his preflight imspection, the Crew Chief had neticed that
there was an oxygen leak in the mose turret, dropping 50 pounds ever-might. Crew Chief
‘had replaced the nese turret oxygen pressure warning switch the day befere.

All repairs on the aircraft were sffected with the switches “eff®, When main linme
and battery switches were turnmed "on" by Instrument Specialist in the precess ef check-
ing & oarburetor air temperature resistamce bulb he bad just imstalled, hs heard a
"hissing sound”. Shortly thereafter the nese-ocmpertment burst inte flames.

It is believed that an electricsl short circuit was the imitial ocauss of the fire amd.
that an increased percentage of oxygen contributed to the intensity and rapidity with whieh

the fire spread. _ | : %Z!W/
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