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(Brief narrative of sccident.  Include stater:nt of nreveny repetition)
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At approximately 1750A Army 426 called Bubbly tower
for landing instructions. The tower operator immediately
notified the aireraft thet landing wes to the north, and
to call tower on base leg., Due to extreme low ceiling
the pilot had difficulty in finding runwsy. The first
approach was made to the East directly towards tHe¢ tower;
the tower operator noticed vhe aircraft in timé tao notify
the pilot to pull up and go around apd red flarés would ™ * “ -
be shot at south end of runway so pilot could tell where
to start to set down. Thé aircraft ' overshot tHe Xupway* ' = -
and sat down on the left side of the hard top ‘approxipmayely -
2,000 feet from south end of runway which is 6,000 feet =~ <"
.long. The hard top wes slick due to rain and when the ‘"’
aireraft touched down it 'slid to left and on to‘the¢ Alrt
adjecent to the hard surrace. The airoraft oontinued .°. °
rolling on the dirt until it passed over the taxi ‘strip '
at the north end and through a small ditch at whidn = = "~
time the nose wheel gave way and wes shoved up into the =~ '~
ship by a small mound of dirt on the up grade by the
force with whigh the ship hit. . .The aircraft then slid .
on its nose for about 100 feet- with the main wheel brakes ‘'
‘apparently locked. The nose and ynder part of airoraft . p
was damaged and wrinkled back to the first bomb bay doors. :
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To begin with the tower and traffic at this field
are directly undex control of the British. . This opera-
tions works in conjuction with them. The weather over
all fields in this locality was practically the same
end the only reason this field was open was because of
a British mission returning, otherwise it would have
been closed to all traffic. Sinqe. the pilot of the a-
bove seemed desperate in making & landing and wes told

' by Bigfence this rield was open;;all wes done possible
to assist him in making a safe landing, which at th
time was conslidered emergenoy. ;

The responsibility lies in the fact that the pilot
was -either poorly briefed or mot.at all on the weather
conditions in this locality when:filing slearance.at ...
point of take-off. You will note eopy of elearene® ... -
attached but no indication of weather conditions.
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725TH BOMBARDMENT SCUADRON (H)
APOy 520 U. S. ARY

22 December 1944.

SUBJECT: Statemeni on Aircraft Accident.

TO :  Group Operations.

On 21 December I was clesred from Naples at 1500, the weather enroute
forecast was: Naples clear over the town to 7000' iceing enroute from 3C00
to 10,000', top at 12,000', ceiling at Hiccup was 3000'.

In Aircraft No. 41-29426 I climbed up to 12,000' over Naples and broke
out in the clear, my E.T.A. 1707. Vhen I was six minutes from Hiccup Tower
I gave them 2 call and asked them for the ceiling. Hiccup answered that
the ceiling was 0-0 and the field was closed. I answered that I would return
to Naples, Hiccup told me to stand by. They ceme back telling me to call
Big fence and get ¢ heading to an open field. I called Big ¥ence and they
geve me & heading to Bubbly Tower. Hiccup called me and told me to go in at
Bubbly Tower «nd tecld Big Fence to instruct me to land et Bubbly Tower. Big
Fence fixed me over Bubbly end I let down rapidly to 6000' and then let down
slovly to 1500'. Big Fence positioned me nine miles southwest of Bubbly Tower.
I kept cirecling at 1200' trying to pick up Bubbly, Bubbly shot fleres off
continuesly which could only be seen when directly over the field. I could
not see far enough off the field to line up on the runway so I had to come
directly over the field and do & closed 180° turn onto approach, thus causing
me to touch down approximately one third or more down the runway. The run-
way was wet. \hen I applied my brakes lightly I slid off the end of the
runwey slightly to the left weshing out the nose wheel. The time of lernding
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KENDALL K. FISH,
2nd Lt., AC,
Pilot.
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TURER OPERATOR®S STATEMENT OF CRASH OF B=24H #41-29426

and
him
was
low
was

due

Seid plane with cell sign of "Today £ Easy" cslled
asgked for landing instructions. Tower operator gave
his instructions to land to the North. Visibility
2zero and celling viccs zero to one-hundred feet with
clouds rolling over the field and light misty air
falling. Pilot wes unable to makxe a €00d approach

to bad visibility. By the time hg aligned his plane

with the runwey he was niddle weys of it. ihen he hit

the
his

runwey, which was wet and is tarmac, he slid off to

left after the brekes were applied. Yhe only way

possible for him to keep tae South end of field in sight

when he turned on final was by red flares we were szernd-

ing

up at the South end of runway.
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LAWRENCE D. BOSCHERT,
Sgt, Air Corps,

Tower Operator.
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A/C TYPE B-24 A/C NO._ 428

KEEPING WATCH ON

ORGANIZATION45] Bomb Gp,

A/C CALL SIGN TODAY E

DESTINATION & INTERMEDIATE STOPS_HICCUF TOVWER (Castelluccia)
TOWER CALL AT DESTINATION HICCUF
KETD ETA___ 1600 ROUTE LIRBCT
CREW _AND PASSENGERS
(NOT NECESSARY IF MANIFEST IS AVAILARLE)
1. FIsH 7.
2. PHLASKIS 8.
3.___ MILLER 9.
4. HENCHKL 10.
S.___MAC SHEEN 3l
6o _MAC FARLA Ni Az,
_~ WEATHER:

I CERTIFY THAT I MVM}JJ‘D‘ R()UTE AND TERMINAL ViXATHER

FPORCAST NO. FROM BASE WHEATHER.

- BRI;lm

\\;..___._.,- -

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE RECEIVED ALL BRIEFING MATERIAL NECESSARY

TO MY FLIGHT SUCH AS
AREAS, AND THAT I HO
THE DAY TO COVER TH

/
ffl/

KENDALL FIsSH

TI0T'S ©
A TRUE co:Y://(’ o A il

CAPT E. GRAV PC) Intialed
T (CLiaRANCE A‘JTHOR-TY

I0 INFORMATION, PROPER ROUTES, RESTRICTED -
A.LL NECESSARY CODAS TABLES, AND COLORS OF
ERIOD OF MY GONTEMPI.ATED rLIGHT.

v .

NATURE
P

NEIL F, JCHNDROW,-
Capt, Air Corps,
Operations orficer.
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