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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT ‘ . .

°

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibiiit:; and recommendations for actioh to prevent repetition)

Om & coubat missiex on 22 Novarber 194& Tit. Tenll lying nf
42-51747, spun in from 3500 °t indicated while Slying 1% position
The Squadron was.flying 43 Flight cf W¥es Grewp Formation.

The Flight took off at 0800 and was formed by 0815, at the tine of the
accident the flight was climbing to remdezveus altitude. Iwo minutes before
the accident the #4 ship called ths lead ship end informed them ¥hat they were
indicating 145 MPH. The lead ship was indicating 155 MPE. At this time £he
Group was sighted and during the assembly the flight flew into a cloud bank,
#4 ship was indicating 140 MPH. At this time ship #747 must have stalled out and
in the resulting spin the ship orashed into the ground.

RESPONSIBILITYs 100% Pilot Errore .
/

. - p . |
RECOICENDATIONS: None : / N / '
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/7" JAMES B. KNAPP, .
Golenel, Alyr Corpse
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Lt."Col Y

Majér, Medioal Corps.

Ao | \ !
(pJioom~ H \/}.l‘. A~ P
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Major, 41: Corpse
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FRANGIS J. HOERMANN, '

Major, Air Corps,
Airoraft Accident Officer.
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FEDICAL OFFICHR'S REPORT OF AXICRAFT ACCIDNENT
Station Investigating Accident - 45lst Bombardment Group (H)
Place of Accidert - lear Bouino, Italy - Plane Type = B-24J
ii ssion - Combat - Date Accident - 22 November 1944 - Tiue Accident = 0830
Henner of Uccurrence and Probable Cause of Accident - On the combat mission of
22 Nov 44, Lt. Teall of crew #44, flying sircreft #42-51757, spun in from 8500'
indicated while flying #6 position in formation. The squadron was flying in #3
flight of the group formation.

The figght took off at 0800 and was formed by 0z15, at the time of of the
accident the flight wag climbing to rendezvous altitude. Two minutes before
the accident the #4 ship called the lead ship and informed them that they were
indicating 145 mph. The lead ahip was indicating 156mph. At this time the group
was indicating 140mph. At this time ship #747 must have stalled out and in
the resulting spin the ship orashed i .to the grm urd.

Pilot Name - Teall, Arthur J. = ASN 0=736579 - Age - 27 - Rating - Pilot
Lotal Pilot Hours - 845135 - No. Frevious dccidents - None - Date Last Phy-
sical Exam - 13/aup/#4 - History of Physical or Heuropsychic Yeflects ~ None
Copilot Name - Wallter, Raymond S, - ASN 9-827762 - Age -~ 21 - Kating - Copilit
Total Pilot Hours - 541:145 - No. Previous Accidents - None - Date Last Phye=
sical Exam. - 13/Aug/44 - History of rhys cal or Nemropsychid Defects - lNone
No. Persons in Plane = 10 - No. Persons kilied = 10 - No. Persons Injured - O

No. Persons not In‘jurld - 0,

Injuries to Personnel:

Teall, &rthur J. 2nd Lt, 0=736579 P
‘#al ter, Raymond S, 2nd Lt. 0-827762  CP
Jacobsen, Ralph G. 2nd Lt. 0-2058322 N
Bales, Warren H, 2nd Lt. 0-2057731 B
Oxvord, Vielford L, Sgt. 37591583 E
Yount, Daniel He Sgt. 35799904 RO
Smllivan, William L. Sgt. 17181555 AEG
Hager, Joseph F, Sgt. 16115407 AG
Diskin, Jamcs J., Jre. Sgte. 35455407 AG
Gulledge, Joseph F. S/S’t. 15060459 AEG

All bodies were burne& ‘amd dismembered.
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ERUIPENT C EDKs
Seats in good order? - Yes - Sed belts provided?.- Yes - rHow many? - 2
In geod order? - Yes = Shoulder harness provided? = Yes - liow many? - 2

Ir good order? - Yes - Parachutes provided? - Yes - How many? - 10 - In good
order? = Yes - Oxyzen equipment provided? - Yes - Yype - Demand = In

good order? - Yes ~ Specisl satety devices? - lione - Material factors
which contributed to or preven.ed injury? - Aireraft stalled out at 8,500'
while flying a combat formation resulting in the akrctaft poing into a spin
and crashing.

Gsneral statement reparding accident with rscomiendations - ione

Date = 28 November 1944

% 7 'fé/ Wagrs
/8

« WAGNER

Major, Medical “orps

Group Flight Surgeon
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22 November 1944
On my way from Fopggia to Nuples on 22 November 1944, about 20 miles from
Foggia, I heard an airplane in distress. .y driver reaarked that it
“sounded like "the dive-bombers that cane over Haison Blanche". Shortly
after this I heard w crash. Stopping the vehicle, my driver and myself,
looked to the 1Q£t and saw smoks rising from the valley--a distance I
judged to be about 2 miles. Jus£ after I left my vehicle and walked
across the road I heard a sharp exploii&n. As I made my way to the scene
of the accident, I again heard another sharp report. When I arrived at
the scene I found a great nuaber of Italians ltun&ing around the wreckage.
This was sbout 20 minutes after the crash. According to my watch I heard
the crash at about 0845 hours Able time,
I asked tbe civilians ¥f they had seen any parachutes snd one remarked
that the plane went into a spin and no parachutes were seen. Another
reported seeing 3 parachutes open. The wreckui;e was strewn over % of a
mile in nearly every direction. We, my driver, a passenger and myself,
located 5 bodies and their identification marks. Two had rings and the
balance had "pog-Tags™. I gave these articles to the Medical Officer who
arrived about 1100 hours Able time.
/8/ GEORGE BATSCHE,
Uajor;, Air Corps,

0-902689,
A TRUE COPY: 36th Supply Sqdn.,
36th Air Depot Gp.
/s/ Neil F. Johndrow
/t/ SBIL ¥. JOHNDR(W,
Captain, Air Corps.

A TRUE COPY: _4 il

y e 'i f
FRANCIS. J. Hamxﬁﬁ* : :
Major, Air Corps. »
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The following is a eourse of events concerning a B-24 belonging to the 451st °
Bombardment Group (h)s :

At approximately 0915A, 22 November 1944, Base Operations, 18th Air Depot
Group, AFAD #63, received a call telling of an aircraft accident of a B=24
type aircraft which crashed about 35-Km. from Foggia--about 2000 yards off
the Naples road. ' .

This office immediately made preparatiom for & comvoy consisting of the Aire
oraft Accident Officer, a prcorder, a photographer, the Provost Marshal and
guards and the Medical Duty Officer and two ambulances to proceed to the scene
of the accident. Arriving at the accident at approximately 1100A, an American
Major, two emlisted personnel and Itallan police wers seen to b e guarding and
investigating the accident. A statemeat was made by the Major, and from then
on the Airoraft Accident Officer, 18th ADGp essumed control of the situatiom.

The initial spot where the plane hit was & large crater=-presumably made from
explosions and impact, and this was still somldering a little, For over an
acre in all directions there was wreckage-mostely small pieces. Only a few
large parts were seen, and one<half of a vertical stabalizer was in such cone
dition that one could recognize what type airoraft it came from. It was painte
eod red sand from this it was concluded that the aircraft belonged to some group
of the 49th Bomb Wing. The remainder of this-~or any other parts--gave no
evidence af Group owmership. No serial number could be found.

There were no complete bodies and most of them had been burned or slightly
burned. Within a short time the Medical Department had extracted eight (8)
bodies from the wreckage. As some of these bore such identification as rings
or dogtags, it was easy to identify at least 8 of the 8¢ It was hard to de-
termine at the- time what happensd to 2 of the crew as they apparently had been
blown to bits. later investigation showed that one charred body was in the
crater, but the heat was still too intense toget at ites The bodies and mem=-
bers of bodies later taken to the hospital showed that 9 wen were taken from
the wreckage.

Operations personnel and the photographer searched for further evidence but
were not too successful, Nylon maps and other secret material was handed over
to the Provost Marshal, The photographer took pictures of such parts that
would bear evidence as to plane type. :

Upoam interrogating the civilians it was learned from one man who spoke fair
Bnglish, that the plane nosed down from a formetion (he did not state the num-
ber in the formatior) and went into a spime He said it looked 1like the pilet
was trying to pull out, but judging from his manner of conversation, the plane
more or less mushed and eventually orashed., This man said he saw no parachutes
open and stated that he was positive of this because he was working in his field
when the planes came over. He said he looked up at the formation and when he
saw the ome plane started to nose in he followed it all the way cown, He said

there were two explosions.

Other Italians seemed to mgree with this man altheugh i% was not, posszible to
get a satement in English from them. The one Raglishk speaking Italian acted
as an interpreter and it is assumed that he made wo atyexpt to sway their oba
servations other than what they actually saw, This gtatement is made ‘becsuse
ons Italian was noted &% saying that he was sure he saw three parachutes oben.
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Statements Crash B=24, 22 Nov '44,

People are oftem prene to exaggerate in such an instance and thus distret the
true happenings. Umfertunately no American personnel were im the vicinity to
verify the statements of the Italians. The American Major only heard the plane
drome as it went down and later saw the smoke, As ten members of the crew have
been accounted for it is very possible that at lsast one exact statement was
made.

As this plane crashed in a spot quite difficult to get at, and the fact that it
was blewn to bits, there is not enough left to make salvage of parts worth while,
The iavestigating party spendt over 2 hours looking around for additiomal evid-
ence but as wes previously stated, found none. The bodies were dispatchsd to
the morgus of the 6lst Station Hospital and the Medical Duty Officer turned the
identification tags and ringl to the hospital,

This office oalled the Duty Officer, A-3 Section, 49th Bomb Vimg immediately
after coming from the accident and told the story as completely as possible,

A3 near as can be figured this accident happened at 08454, hours at a spot
approximately figured as; 41° 14'N -~ 15° 187%,

Fo'.lowing is a list which the Mediocal Otficor turned over to Operations: 4All
de seased:

YOUNT -=9904

JcGo‘-“'Ring

ARTHUR TBALE--~Dog Tags

JAMES DISKIN--=Dog Tags

WM. SULLIVAN=-<DOG TAGS

RAYMOND S. WALTER=espog Tags

WELFRED OXFORD=-=Dog Tags

Body -- Watch and Rinmg /s/ ¥eil P, Johndrow,
/t/ WEIL P, JOHMDROW,

Captain, Alr Corps,
Alrcraft Accieent Officer.
13th Air Depot Group.
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#GRCTs ./ HbEdian,

Major, Alr Corps, : - "
Operations Officer, ; .
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