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(Beisf narrative of accidsnt. Include statemiént of responsibility 2ad ressmmendstions for action to prevent repetition)
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This ship was flying as right wing saip in second element (I«o. 5 positiod of
a flight pmaking a practice bocb run. The co-pilot was flying at the tire, During
a turn the co-pilot lost sight of his element leader and inadverdently crossed over
above him and descended on his left. "This resulted in this ship's right wing knocke
ing off his leader's left vertical stabilizer and bending his own wing up at a point
aprroximately 12 feet from the tip. : {

Doth ships successfully flcw back to the base,

Another accident report has been submitted coverinz the other ship concerned.
RESPONSIBILITY

The board places resyonsibility for the accident and damage to both ships on
the pilots mentioned in this reporte Pilot - 50%. Co-pilot - 50%.

ACTION TO PREVENT REPETITION
All Pilots have been instructed to keep element leader in view at all times,

even though co-pilot is at controls, All have been shown pictures of this accident
and told how it occured.
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On Xerch 17, 1845 =t avproximately 0930 we took off from
the home beee on a prectice formstion and boublng mission.

At 1115 1 was flying number five position in the formatlon,
gltitude 8,000 feet, we collided with the nunber four ship. The
co-pilot wse flying the ship et the time while I hed my head
turned and was resching for & cigaretie, so I did not actuslly see
the collision. The firset sensation I had of enything belng wrong
weg when I felt, 2 declded tremor go thru the entire shlp end 1t
slid sherply off to the left. Then the ship made & steep diving
turn to the right snd we lost sltitude fast. I could not get the
ship ocut of the dlving turn 8o I told the co-pilot and englneer
to put their 'chutes on and prepare to bail out. I finally man-
aged to right the sghip snd we could turn to the left fairly well.
We maintained an altitude of 5,000feet and flew back to the bsse
meking a successful landing st the home field. e :

08k C. WOZNIAX
20d. Lt, AC
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This 18 the story of the accident as I saw it

I had taken over the controls and was flying on the #
ehip's wing in the #5 position. I temporarily lost contact
with #4 and moved to the right, keeping approximately in line
with #2 ship. Lt Wozniak, the pilot, yelled “where in hell
are you going?® I gave him the controls and the ship went
into a sharp left bank. I saw #4's ocutboard wing slid
under us. I grabbed at the controls again. Apparentlt Lt.
Woznisk was also just grabbing them. that instent I
heard our ship strike something and the next instant we.
were out of control. : :
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PETER K. DUFAULT,
1st Lt, AC
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