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Sherman, Albert D, V. | P 10828558 | 2nd Lt | 18 AC ¥th S No
Blair, Bdward A, P 10-711112 {2nd It 18 @ AC | 15th m'  No_
N |Wood, Raymomd J, N_'T-133900 | ¥/0 17 AQ 15th. | None | No
B Reise, Alvin G, Jr. B_10-2065k24 |2nd Lt | 18 AG 35th | None o
E |Bedgett, Tomy J. 0 14165702 | S/sgt 38 AF | 15th | None No .
RO|Ruf, Benjamin A, 12220885 ! ¢pl .38 ‘AAR 15th | None No
NG|¥oore, Edward L, AMG30L0S7 i 8/Szh . 38 | AAF 15th None | No
BGiConti, Aldo J, | &G U2072041 |3gt 38 AAF | 15th | None No .
76 |ladoue, Joseph F, AAGlzo7201  lep 38 AAT loth | Nope | No
_XG!Hanlen, Robert ¥.. ____|AARGDS19062) | S/sgt 38 AAX | 15%h | None No_
F_Orsman, Xvle ¥, 17002326 | s/sgt 3. AAF 15%h None No
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{at the time of this accident) /#»-—-“'”"‘ ‘o& '
(38) This type._ B=2ly .2&1.;5," (43) Instrument time last 6 months
(38) This model : / Bedl¥ = _l§34235. (43) Instrument time last 30 days
(49) Last 90 days. : 345 . (44) Night time last 6 month -
(41) Total s.ﬂﬂ_... (45) Night time last 30 days. 2
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AINCRAFT DAMAGE ‘
l)AMAG% (49) 1IST OF DAMAGED PARTS
(48) Aircraft, li ' i ling tip and leading edge of left wing, also blown
(47) Engine(s).__| - §___. b eft tire.
(48) Propeller(s).|......5 ! i * th_vertical stabilizers and rudders _io a paried B-2k.
(88) Woather at the time of accident -6/10_strato cumulus ak 3,500 feet. Wind Marth 12.0%.a
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(Beiaf nasrative of accident. Include statemaent. of recponsibility and recommendstions for action to prevent repstition)

£ ]

urcrnrt was returning ﬁ'cm a cambat mission and atill llad all bombs a.board
4 normal landing was executed on a.ve uring 3¢ I SR
and o Directional control was not gnne' ¢ a; 23 c:lent time to
avoid slicing off vertical stabilizers and rudders of damaged aireraft parked at

eige of runway, The left tire then blew ocut due to the heavy breaking actiom
- employed. 5

Several ships landing ahead of the aircraft succssml.‘ly cleared the p-rk.ad
aircraft.

RESPONSIBILITY > * i
Pilot Technique - 60;';.

Extemating circumstances of slippery runway, bomb load and severe erosswind - 30%.

Tower Officer error in alloming.lasiings. befare.reucwal..of deseged.ailsials..- 10%.

ACTION TO PREVENT REPETITION

411 pilots have been instructed in necessity of landingz short on slippery
runway with bamb loed., Tower officers have been instructed that all damaged air-

craft endangering other landing aircraft lvill be removed to a safe distance before
landing again are permitted,

~ Lt. Colonel, ﬁ Corps.
" e

Lt. 00191101 Air COrpa,
Acft, Accident Of

%M@%’

Captain, Air Corps,
Acft. Investigating Officer.

Sigeatuse ..

-8 L o1

HQedl e e AR S A



725TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
451ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U. S. Army

11 March 1945.
ACCIDENT STATEMENT

On March 9, 1945 I was flying ship # 36 (999) in #4 position in Charlie
flight. We had returned to the base with our bombs still aboard because of
adverse weather conditions at the briefed target.

Upon return to the base at approximately 1745 hours we encmmtored
rather turbulent air and poor visibility. Bscause of the relative position
of the flights Able and Dog flights peeled off before Charlie and a number
were in the pattern when cur flight went into right echelon. It was very
difficult to see the field and the ships were forced to follow the ship in
front of them. The tower had cautioned the flights about a gusty cross wind
from the left which proved to be an almost direct tailwind on landing. The
pattern was large and alzmost every ship was overturning the runway on final
approach because of the limited visibility.

Charlie flight peeled and ships entered the pattern. After turning final
epproach and picking up the rimway I saw a double red flare and the tower
announced that the field was closed to landing. There was quite a bit of
interfersnce on the radio and I did not hear any memtion made of the reason
for closing the field. Therse was a large rain cloud northwast of the base
that passed over the runway at this time, cutting ceiling and visibility to
zero and I figured it was the reason for telling the ships to go aromd. We
made a large pattern skirting the rain cloud and were on the dowrmsind leg
vhen the tower said the field was open agiin. I turned base leg behind
another plane and lost the exack location of the runway again. The ship in
front of me and I both overturned but corrected direction enough to line up.
The wind at this time seemed to be behind from the left. There was still
turbulence and I had difficulty setting the ship down in the first third of the
rmway. I could see ship # 62 (3'7@ on the left side of the runway on the
eastern end of the field before I was on the ground but thought that it was
clear of the runway. After I hit,the ship was traveling quite fast and it
was necessary to apply hard brakes in order to slow down. Zhe matting was
slippery and the plane began sliding slmost on a line with the runway but
with the longitudinal axis of the fuselage about 10 degrees to the left. I
could see that I was going to collide with # 62 by this time and applied full
right rudder and brake but was uriable to prevemt cutting off the tops of both
vertical stabilizers on # 62 with' the outer portion of my left wing. Several
seconds later my left tire blew out because of the hard brake pressure I had
on both tires. I was forced to pull the ship left clear of the rumway because
other planes were still landing. We climbed cut of the airplame quickly
because another ship # 40 (9_98) was coming dom the runway. I did not see
his landing but did see him ground loop in an attempt to miss collision with
# 62. This was only partially successful because #62 left wing hit #40's
fuselage aft of the bombay and broke #40 in half.

Damage to the wing tip and leading edge to a point about eight feet in
from the tip and the flat tire were the omly things # 36 appeared to have

suffered in the accident. ‘ N
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2nd Lt., AC
Sl Pilot
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2 : : 725TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (K)
e APO #520 U 8 Army

STAITEMERT

On the mission of 9 March 1945, I was riding as copilot for LT. SHERMAN.
We were flying #4 position in Charlie Flight in ship #36.

Upon returning to the base, the wisibility was poor and repidly becoming
wrtseless. The air was very turbulemt. Cherlie Flight made three360° tumms to

allow Able and Dog Flights to peel cff and land. After we were cleared, with
ships still in the pattern, we followei around in tresil on a very irregular
end extemded traffic patterm. ¥e overshot the finel turnm and lired up with
considerable difficulty. Fhen we had approached the runway, Lt. Sherman
pulled up and went asround, I thought this must be because of the rain cloud
obscuring the east half of the runway. We had more difficulty in seeing the
runwey egain and overshot the final. We had difficulty in lining up, but
did did so with repid "S® turns. The Bombardier was calling airspeed and a
few seconds after he called "105 m.p.h" we hit in & nose high attitude.
Immediately, Lt. Sherman pushed the nose down and sonlied brakes. It vas then
that we saw that #62 was not clearing the runway. Lt. Shermen had in hard right
rudder and brakes. The ship didn't seem to deccelerate at sll. We took #62's
rucders and vertical stebllizers off just above the elevators with our left
wing tip. Just after this; our left tire blew and the Bagineer called from
the top hatch to clear the runway that there was & ship right behind us.
Lt. Sherman cleared the runway with full left throttle. I them shoved the
mixtures to idle cut-off and cut all the meg. switches and crash bar.

Just then, I saw #40 ground loop into #62 snd a double red flsre fired
neer by. ¥e cleared the ship and ran across the field because of other ships

o it X B

’ EDWARD A. BLAIR
2nd. Lt., AC
Co-Pilot
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On the late afterneen of 9 March 1945. I was sf’icer in charge of the
Sowsr at Castellucele iir Base. A% that time, frem apprecimately 1750 umtil
1842, ships were returning and lsnding from an Operatienal Nissiom.

The wind at the time I first started to land the ships ms frem the Emast
Horth #mst at abeut § to 10 miles an heur. The sky was approximately 5/10 te
8/10 ceversd wita low stratus at 5,000 ft. and eumulus 3,000 %o 5,000 8. There
was alse an active shewer ¥orti of the field ia the vicinity of 7igsia snd due
to this the visibility was peor in the Kerth Ares ef the fieli. In ather areas
the visibility was 10 miles. g

48 the snips landed -he wind increszed in velecity with usts, 3hips were
in a hurry to land and the pattern was wide aand full, The ~rese wind on
wes alse & facter im videning the pattern. It was difficult to establish preper
tewer contuct with ell ships due to static interfersnos of nearby ssernm snd the
fact th.t many pilets were originating calls themselves dus %o low zas supply.

Ships were landing at & rapid rate und as shipif§¥2 relled by the tewer
sidp /2236 was teushing down at the end ef the rumway, At that particular time
the storm which was norti ol the fleld hit the flsld. The sterm ws o7 sherd
duration but it was sscempanisd by rain and vislent gusty wind which exeseded
30 miles por heur. Just as this wind reached the Pield the abeve twe s
(372 and 238) were on the ruwmy. The vielemos of the wind wndoubbedly esused
ship 7372 to vane inte i%, a partial ground leep resulted, the ship leaving the
numway near the east end at appreximately 99 dezress to it, Ship 4258 seemed
%0 heve ne diffieulty in maintaining ground centrel sud meved on dewn the rume
wmy «nd eleared it,

I experienced sems diffigulty im kseping the ships frem lsnding. They were
teld the 7isld was oclesed and informed to held in the pattern until further
netices. At that time I slesed the ricld due ts the violenes of the wind whish
seernad to be the facter invelved im causing ship #8572 to ze off tae rumway,

Ship #372 lundod st 1804 and ship #23%8 ut 1805,

I kept the fleld clesed fer approximately seven (7) minwtes, waiting -for
the local oyelonioc disturbance %o pasr snd crash orew %o meve the damared ship
#372 furthor from the rumway. At $ais time a ship called for emsrzency landing,
having just lost 2 ines. Az the sior: was new Just passes and since sxip §
236 had clearsd ship 2 in B nding, I granted the distressed ship #839 pere
mission te land, whiah he did sucesssfully. -

~3 it wus rapidly grewimg dark snd the ships aleft were clsmering be land
dus to darikness, bomb lead and fusl shertage, and simce twe ships bad new suee
onssfully cleared the damaged ship #372, I epsmed the field %o ti reva inder of

the ships %o landing, All ships were netified of the oress wind, s3
ditien of the rummy, lecatisn of the damaged shiy at the far eud of
aad tald %o land shert. Ship 406 nade a sweesssful landing.

Ship #9900 ealled in on the apprewch end was infermed 9 lond shert, tha$
th.rwmlu”cquadﬂntam‘lutfﬁuM.&éﬁpf!jntgﬁog‘;
Ris landing was o little lang, end I have bewn imfermed that his wing thp slfp-
end of the resmuy st cleared 1%, :

F



Snip #9008 wea making his appreach simultaneocusly and when he salled he
was infermed o7 the slippery oonditisn ef the runwsy, that his u%
the base lag, that he had better go ar®umd, It is bel
that this suip was net in constast witi the tewer. He teuched dewn on the rua-
way aporeximately in fremt e the tewer und applied brabes lammediately., This
seea te cause the ship te skid sideways aleag the rwaway. Hs laft the rumway

- and wellied with ahip #3572 as his sihip came to reste

L

Shipas landed in the follewing erder:

§ 1P NO. T D4
42-81372 1804
42-98238 1808
44-49833 1812
14=50466 1814
4251999 1818
42-94908 1316
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SILLIAM #XATTES 111,

Captain, Alr Cerps, -
A88%. Gp. Upsratiens Offlicere.
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