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DESCNIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident. Indhdeﬁnhmum&ofnqumu&mhynminaunmundukm-ﬁwamkmtopnvmw!qwuﬂun

. Takeoff proceeded in & normal manner until nireraft became airborne.
Igmediately after becoming airborne, the aircralt was pulled up in an abrupt
anzle, then follewed an overcontrel of .elevators resulting im the ship again
striking the runway. Then again the alrcraft was pulled into the air_and at
this timé the retraction o: the landing gear was begun. -~ The aircraft again
settled onto the runway dregping on the partially retracted landing geur end
the underside of the fuselage, This slowed the aircraft to less than f{lying
speed and pulled the ship back to the ground. Alrcralt then slid of?f the-
end of the runway and caue to rest, fire and explosion follwed. .
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31 July 1
SUBJECT: Witness of Alrcraft Accident.

TO : #hom it may concern.

I was Control Towsr Officer on 22 July 1944 and at 0730 observed
4ireraft No. 42-72580 take off on a Combat Mission. The aircraft appesged
to rise off the runway in a normal manner, all engines appeared to be
functioning properly. The aircraft climbed and the wheels were being
retracted, the aircraft bezan apparently to settle or mush until it began
to slide alon: the dirt strip beyond the runway, when suddenly it came to
a stop beyond the hill at the end of the runway and ‘burst inéo flames and
exploded. The day was clesar with very little wind and CAVU weather. The
airoraft was fully loaded with ‘6,000 of bombs, 2700 gallons of gas and’
maximum ammunition aboard.
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