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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIENT
(Beief nervative of assident. wwdwumw-ﬁuwmm

HARRATIVE STATELZNT

Aircraft was returning from combat mission with bombs aboard., Accident
occured during landing at base during period of severe weather conditions,
causing strong, musty, crosswinis and slippery rumeay. All ships had been in-
structed by tower to lend short because of slippery runway; however, this ship
landed in the second third of runwey, and attempts to get directional control
were unsuccessful, resulting in collision with dameged aircraft parked at the

edge of runway. " .

Several ships landing previously had cleared the danaged aircz:,dft mccssf).tlly.
The aircraft landing just prior to this one had clipped the rudders off the parked
aircraft however, e ; ‘ :

RESPONSIBILITY P eu
Pilot error in landing half way down runway end poor technigue after i '
landing - 60%. _ . ,

Power Officer error in permitiing landings after two previous accidents,
non use of red light end flares in farcing ship to go around when landing too

long - 20%.
Ixtenuating circumstances, severe crosswind, slippery runway - 20%.

v

ACTIQN TO PREVENT REPETITION

All pilots have been instructed in necessity of landing short on slippery
runway with bomb load. Tower officers have been instructed that ail damaged
aircraft endangering other landing eircraft will be removed to a safe distance
before landings are again permitted, Go-arounds are mandatory if landing cannot
be effected in first third of ruanway.

3 J ‘0
: : L%, Colonel Ai; {:/orps.
y mfa%. HOERMANN,

s T Lt. Colonel, Air Corps,
: mt Qfficer.

b N s Dpt.
Uickary Q’UW T .
ICt E. PRCUT R
Captain, Air Corps, iajor, Air Corps.
Acft. Investigating Officer,
Cncostignteg O@wme)
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725TH BOMBARDMENT SCUADROR (H)
APO 520 U. 5. Army

11 March 1945.

On the 9th of Harch I was ‘flying ship no. 40. Fhen tfxe Grour
returned from a mission & thunderstorm was over the field. When it
came my turn to land I was told by the tower the field would be closed
for 5 minutes. After the field was opened I was cleared no. 1 by the
tower. No mention was made to me by the tower of two airplanes at the
end of the runwey. Due to very poor visibility on the approach I called
the tower two or th;-ee times and was told I was no. 1 but to use caution
as there was a cross wind. I landed Taet o ‘;‘;;t in what was I found
out later slmost a direct down wind. I had the plané on the ground when
I saw the two planes off to one side of the runway when I applied brakes
I started skidding into plsne no. 62. I tried to avoid the crash by
applying left brake and putting full power to no. 3 and 4 engines although

the ship finally did ground loop. The wing of 62 caught 40 in the reer

Aot Wordliome,

ROBERT L. WORSTHORN
1st Lt., AC
Pilot

end and broke it in twb.



725TH BOWBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO 520 U.S. Army

11 March 1945.

TATLEENRD

{3

ta

Returning from & Combat Mission.on March 9th the field was closed
when it was out turn to land. Five minutes later we were given permission
to land but was cautioned because the runwey was slippery from & recent
thunderstorm. We called the tower severzl times to make sure we were clear
to land snd the tower said we were. After landing we saw two aircraft
ebout three quarters of the way down the runwey just off the side so we
*tried to stop our aircraft. Upon applying the brakes we skidded and
hesded straight for one of the eircraft. To keep from colliding we tried
to ground loop the plane to the left, which resulted in our tail section
ranming the left wing of the stalled airersft. Upon landing we found out
we landed down wind for they changed the direction of landing afterwards.

§&¢§§aékﬂ
RUSS J. FLINT

2nd Lt., AC
Co-Pilot



On the late afterneon of 9 March 1946. I was eofficer in charge of the
towsr at Castelluccio iir Zase. At that time, from approximately 1750 umtil
1842, ships were returning and landing frcm an Operational MYission.

The wind at the time I first started to land the ships was frem the East
“North East at about 5 to 10 miles an heur. The sky was zpproximately 6/10 te
8/10 covered with low stratus at 5,000 ft. and cumulus 3,000 te 5,000 ft. There
was also an active shower Norti of the field in the vicinity of Foggia and due
to this the visibility was poor in the Worth Area of the field. In other areas
thé visibility was 10 niles. .

A8 the ships landed the wind increased in velecity with gusts. Ships were
in a hurry to land and the pattern was wide and full. The cress wind on landing
was also a factor in widening the pattern. It was difficult te-establish preper
tewer contact with all ships dus to static interference of nearby séerm and the
fact th:ut many pilots were originating calls themselves due to low gas supply.

Ships were landing at a rapid rate and as ship: #3572 relled by the tower
ship #236 was touching down at the end of the runway, At that particular time
the storm which was north of the field hit the fielde The storm was of short
duratien but it was accompanied by rain and vielent gusty wind which exoceeded
30 miles per hour. Just as this wind reached the field the abeve two ships
(372 and 236) were on the runway. The violence of the wind undeubtedly caused
ship #372 to vane inte it, a partial ground lesp resulted, tive ship leaving the
runway nesdr the east end at appreximately 90 degrees te it. Bhip #236 seemed
to have no difficulty in maintaining greund control and moved en dewn the run-
way and odeared it.

I experienced some difficulty in keeping the ships from landing. They were
told the field was closed and infermed to held in the patiern until further
notices At that time I clesed the field due to the vielence ef the wind which
seemed to be the factor invelved in causing ship #3872 to ge eff the rumway.

Ship #5872 landed at 1804 and ship #236 at 1805.

I kept the field clesed fer approximately seven (7) minutes, waiting fer
the lecal cyclonic disturbance to pass and cresh crew to move the damaged ship
#3872 further from the runway. At this time a ship called fer emergency landing,
having just lest 2 engines. As the storm was new just passes and since ship #
236 had cleared ship #372 in landing, I granted the distressed ship #839 per-
mission to land, which he did successfully.

AS it was rapidly growing dark and the ships aleft were clamering te land
dus to darkness, bomb load and fuel shertage, and since two ships had now suo-
oessfully cleared the damagzed ship #3572, I epened the field to the remainder ef
the ships to landing. All ships were notified of the cross wind, slippery cen-
dition of the runway, location of the damaged ship at the far end of the rumway,
and told to land short. Ship 466 made a succvessful landing.

Ship #999 called in on the approaca and was informed te land short, that
the rumway was slippery and that a ship was off the left side of it at ths end.
His landing was a little leng, and I have been inforwmed that his wing tip clip-

ped the vertioal fin of ship 372 as he passed him, This ship centinued to the
end of the runway and cleared it.



Ship #0608 was making his aporeach simultanseusly and when he ealled he
ws infermed ¢f the slippery comditien of the runway, that his appresesh was
too leng and, sn the base leg, that he had bebter go arewmd. It is believed
that this ship was net im centact witi the tewer. Hs teuched dewm on the rm-
way aporoximetely im fromt e the tower und applied drales immediately., This
seem te cause the ship to akid sideways aleng the runway. He left the ruweay
and cellied with ship #372 as his ship came %o rest.

Ships landed r the fellewing erders

SIP HO. TnE
42-51372 1304
4795236 1805
44~-49839 1312
44050466 1814
4251999 1815
42-94908 1316 . o 7
: il st P

i WILLIAM KATTES III,
Captain, Alr Cerpas, .
Aset. Gp. Gperatiems Offioer,
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