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4518t PLANES IN ACTION OVER EUROPEAN TARGETS—Over 2,000 men and officers of the 451st Bombard- fits in the Army Air Corps. In the picture at the left above, The Screnming Mimi {8 seen soaring over smoke which is

ment Squadron of the 15th Air Force are now at Dow Field awaiting trarsfer to various bases of the North Atlantic billowing up 22,000 feet above the Ploest! ofl fields, one of the prime Objectives of the group, In the center picture the
Division of the ATC. Thése men who fought as a unit over some of the most vital European targets are reciplents of Extra Joker, hit by 20mm. cannon fire is burning fler¢ely over Markersqor{, Austrie. The pig B-24 crashed soon after

this shot was taken. In the picture at the right the Fertile Myrtile is\seen over Almafazuto oil plant on the Danube,

three Presidential Unit Citations and hundreds of other decorations. They comprise one of the most decorated out- 8moke pours up to 18,000 feet from the burning oil plant. (U.S.A.AF. photos.) Storyon Page 14
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4518t PLANES WING OVER SOUTHERN GERMANY—Weird cloud formations and vapor trally are created

. . as this squadron of planes of the 15th Alr Force

/ over their target at 25,000 feet.| Some of the boys dt Dow Field

were in those plaries, which created so much havoe with vital Industries within the Reich. (U.8.A.AF. photo.)

' Battle Scarred Fighting 451st

Observes Anniversary At Dow

The fighting 451st Bombardment Group, veterans of two years of
aerial combat in the Mediterranegn Theater of Operations, and pride’
of the 15th Air Force, is taking part in the celebration of the 38th
Anniversary of the Army Alr Forces at Dow Fleld today. Winners of
three Presidential Citations, andl so far as is kngwn, the only heayy

ing, three Presidentis] Citations, the ot the
451st symbolize all that is best in the cpmbat units of the AAF through-
out the world. . f :

Now stationed at Dow Field, the 451st has been assigned to the
North Atlantic Division of the ATC, under the command of Brigadier
General Lawrence G. Pritz. As fast as they can be screened, classified
and processed, they will be assigned to the flve. major continental

of the North Atlantic Division, at Presque Isle, Dow, Grenler

* Pleld, LaGuardia Fleld, and Washington National Airport. Some have

already gone to take up their new dutles with the Air Transport

. 'Command. >

But even 'in thelr new stations,
this writer sincerely believes that
the boys of the 451st will not have
changed-—their dld allegiance will
st}l::k. They will still be me:lben of i
what they affectionately ] “The| On an ave: combat mission,
Four. Filthy First.” And well they |the B-24's of the 45ist would fly
might. . . |38 planes, although' they have

they were through, and were re-
placed by newcomers. The esprit
de corps and the morale of the
Group have always | been excep-
tionally high, ' {

frequently the weather was bad,

rather than good. Nevertheless, 15

heavy raidg were made against vital

targets, -Including the bloody bat-

tlefield -of Cassino: !
BATTLE 300 NAZIS

On AwﬂLQG. a tremendous rald

was 1 against enemy ball
bearing plants at Steyr, Austria,
where un heavy enemy

¢
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alreraft factory in Ger-

one-third of the total production
of Messerschmitt, 109's, one of| Ger-
many's ' most effective fighter
planes. In the raid, & joint opera-

;
:
:
g

th | been shot dowm, and ' anoth

opp | develop when
Nazi fighters were battled for bet-
ter than two hours. Although fwo

| sorry

300 | 1ic Relations Officer; Captain Wil~

almost -

thick,” said one pilot. Vienna was
y more than 400 heavy

ich took a heavy toll of

bombers, with hine being ||

down in one day over that city.
ROUND UNITS

point target.

On April 27th, the 451st made
their last rald. On May 2nd, the war
in - Italy was. over, and the men
were notified that they were coming
home.

Now, assigned to anothier branch |

of the Army Alr Forces, they will | A8

assist in carrying out the logistics

mission of the AAP—to get what it &

is needed where. it is needed-~when

it is needed. The job of the Alr &%

Transport Command, ¢ g
high ty men, matériel, mail
and aircraft to and from the com-
bat theaters of the world, is vital
in modern warfare. The men of the Ji
fighting 451st are expected to play
an im t part In the Job.

Their lled techniclans, me- §
chanits, clerks, and fiyers will soon” B
fit into the groove of the A'rcl-n .

thly running organization.. Al-

though the men of the 481st fAre
to see their oOrganization |38
breaking up, they are gbing where |
they will really be of tremendous
service to the war effort.

The North Atlantic Division of I

the ATC s glad to welcome to its B
ranks, the fighting 481st Bomb K
Group—top ranking outfit of the
15th Afr Force, and the entire ETO.
Officers of the 451st Bomb Group
who have reported to date, (and
there are still more to come), In- W§

clude the following: Colonel Leroy B
L. Stefonowicz of Wild Rose, North §&
Dakota, Commanding Officer; Cap-
tain Danifel J. Coffey of Jamalca
Plan, Mass.,’ Special’ Service officer;
Major Clyde L. Wagner of New
Rochelle, New York, Surgeon Cap-
tain James H. Broderick:of Albany, '
New York, Dental Officer; Cap-
tain Robert E. Davidson of Hidge-|
wood, New Jersey, Armament Of- &%

ficer; 'Captain Harry T. Fontaine |
of Brightwaters, Long Island, In-

formation and Education and Pub- '
Y

llam Mattes of Bloomfield, N. J.,!
t o i Ofticer; Cap-

B-24's went down in the rald,. 30
enemy fighters were known to have

er 30
were listed as probables.

On April 5th, the 15th Air Force
madé the first of its many terrific
ralds against the Ploesti oll re-
fineries, which at that time were
producing nearly one half of the
natural oil used by German tanks,
automoblles, trucks, and planes. A
crash on the take-off at Manduria

jons, | resulted in 100 per cent casualties

for ofie plane, and held things up
for an hour, but the groyp formed
on le. Agnin, they werc
heavily and bitterly attacked by
enemy fighters, with five of the
B-24's being shot down. The gun-
ners had a fleld day, however,
shooting down nearly 50 of the'en-
emy craft,

The 451st recelved its Presidential
Citation for that first Ploest! raid.

tain’ Edward A. Zralck of Brook- ' JH8
Iyn, New York, Intelligerice Officer;
Pirst Lieut. Lloyd H. Lipkey of
Washington, D, C., phic
Officer; Captain QGeorge C. Mil-
linix, Baltimore, Maryland, Naviga-
tor; Captain Willlam McNeil, of
Steubenville, Ohlo, Chaplain; Lieut.
Col. Edward B. Rasmussen, Chi-
cago, Illinols, Operations Officer;
Captain Everett | Willlams, Poplar,
Wisconsin, Weather Officer; Lieut.
Col. Theodore H. Gorton, St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, Deputy Group Com-

der; Captain Joe O. Pri £

Lott, Texas, Radar Officer; Capt.

sonal Equipment Officer;
Lieut. ‘William L. Evans, Calvert,
Texas, Statistical Officer; First
Lawrence E. McBrearty,
Waco, Texas, Medical Administra-

tive Officer; First Lieut, Charles



out t.he world.

. Now stationied at Dow Field, the 451st has been assighed to t!w
North Atlantic Division of the ATC, under the command of Brigadier
General Lawrence G, Fritz. As fast s they can be screened, classified
and processed, tbeywmbeuwnedwmonnmjumunenhl

of the North Atlantic Division, at Presque Isle, Dow, Grenler
' Pleld, LaGuardia Fleld, and Washington National Airport. Some have
already gone to take up their new duties with the Alr

‘Command. |
But even |in thelr new stations,
this writer sincerely believes that
the boys of the 451st will not have
| ‘changed=their old allegiance will
/ stick. They will still be members of
what they affectionately cdall “The
Four. P‘llt.hy First.” And well they

might. -
The Four Fifty First is reputed
ecorated

bomb “group: in the 15th Air Foroe |

—top outfit out of 21. It has won
three Presidential Oltations—more
than any other bomb group In
Europe. Its personnel has won one
DSC, nine Legion of Merit Badges,
25 Silver Stars, 50 Soldier's Medals,
one British Distinguished Flying
Cross, hundreds. of DFC's, thou-
sands of Alr Medals, several hun-
dreds of Bronze Stars, and many
other decorations.

/ /The members of the outfit proud-

Ly mr 12 battle stars—; te
ing ve major campaigns in
dhich they participated. They flew
their planes against almost every
country ih Europe, including Italy
h;lnoe ' Germany, Austria, Hun-
Bary,
Greece,

Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania,
, ‘Yugoslavia, Poland arnd all
the islands -of the Medlumn:ru
They bombed ofl wells, refine
factories, rallroads, bridges, roads,
ships—in fact, any target they
were assigned to'attack, no matter
how dangerous. *

245 MIBSIONS
Altogether, the 451st flew 245
cornbat missions, and. dropped over
13,000 tons of bombs on the enemy.
Over 8000 men”were at one time or
another members of the outfit, with
the fiyers rotating in 'and out.
. When their missions were done,

‘Knapp,

they were through, lnd were re-
placed by newcomers. The esprit

demnndeoIma
Group have -.lwln been  excep-
tionally high, °

Ontntvmnoobltmldon.

s of the

no little part to what lhey had
dome.. ' .

The original emnm-nda of the
451st was Col. Robert E. L. Eaton.
The group trained undet him In
the States,

d untll
His _ successor was Cdl. James
who remained with the
tll December, 1044, when
assumed

the group, while it is being de-
activated at Dow Field. Some of
the men with the group at Dow,
have been with the outfit ever
since it was orgamized at Tucson,
Arlmnl. in ‘May, 1943,

The 451st bodsts group commen-
dations. from Brig. Gen. Hugo P.
Rush, Brig. Gen. Willlam L. Lee,
Lieut. Gen. Nathan F. Twining,
and Lietit. Gen, Ira W. Eaker. Con-
gratulatory messages compliment-
ing the group on {its bombing ef-
ficlency have come from General
Marshal, Gen. H, H. Arnolc, Gen.
Touhey Spaatz, and Gen. Mark
Clark. =

| The 451st started
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t was hit squarely and
thoroughly gutted by |b

553
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target.

On April 9th, the group was re-
united again at Castellucio air base
near the great ajrdrome.
At that time, it ‘was anything but
the powerful air base it is now.
As the planes landed, they found
nomlng moro t.hm & runway—no

11d) hi Since war

%

and fire. The. pl‘nt nover
operation, the fac-
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of u\e outfit going to luu!\?r.l:
and the rest to San Pancrazlo. But
despite this separation of the
squadrons, all, formations & were
made, and the bombing /went on
without . delay. \

There |were no  bulldings . for
either living or operational; pur-
poses, The men lived In tents,
resting on ‘mud. The work on the

in [planes had to be done outside, in

overseas
November, 1043, with the B-24’s of | good

'WOMEN'S

PLAY SHOES

Includmg many natnonally known

295 to 3.95 Valﬁes

149 195

good 'weather and bad—and | mbre!

Non-
Ratmned

could not nlt for construction,
and they were ordered to go into

gVOon, L, Vi vrnuum-ynn,
omar- Captain George C. Mil-
linilx, Baltimore, Maryland, Nnvin-
tor; Captain Willilam McNeil, of
Steubenville, Ohio, Chaplain; Lieut.

. Rasmussen, Chi-

Porplu.

Col. Theodore H. Qorton, St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, Deputy Group Com-
mander; Captain Joe O. Pritchett,
Lott, Texas, Radar Officer; Capt.
Charles E. Vols, Austin, Texas, Per-
sonal Eq

Lieut. ‘William L.
Texas, Statistical Officer;
Lieut. Lawrence E. Ichrurw

Captain Richard E.
1ine Falls, Washington, Alr Inspec

tor; WO Harold H. Burchell, Port-'|

land, Oregon, Technical Inspector;
Captain Ralph M. McBeth, Miaml,

.- John A, O.

action diat. they
right into their work. Although
weather prevented thelr flying, they

were ready to go into the combat

k, | the | day after they arrived.

Main targets from the new
operating base of the 451st. were
Ploestl (ralded 20 times), Vienna
(l: tlm). Linz, Fried-

, North Dakota, Pllahh.
Control Officer; Captain Willlam M.
Dwyer, Wichita, Kansas, 'Photo Of-
ficer; Captain Robert L. te, Mc4
Cool Junction, Neb: Bom-
bardler; First Lieut. David D Belt-'
men, Oklahoma (' ty,. Oklahoma,
Photo * Intelligence Officer; .and
Captain Henry D. Richardson, Ad-

Jutant.

Befkmde, Steyr, and alt
powerfully defended cities,  with
hundreds of flak guns and swarms
of protecting fighter’aircraft,
PLOESTI OIL 'RAIDS |
Toughest cities to attack were
vienna, ‘Ploesti and  Munich, Plo-
estl was cularly well deferided,
because ‘ol was vital to' the suc-
cess of the Nazi war machine, and
it was: at Ploest! .that the back-
pone -of the Nazi ofl system -was
broken. With 11 refineries in that

d| city, it was a prime target—with

top priority for the 15th Air Force.
By  the time the 451st finished
with it, ofl production and refining
was down to practically nothing.
On August 22nd, the t was
the Lobau ofl refinery near Vienna
at Markersdorf, Enemy fighters at-
tacked in force, shooting down
seven of the dircraft, The next day
the 451st Jost nine aircraft out of
24—the losses were terrific. But in
spite of the heavy opposition and
tremendous losses, the balance of
the group fought its way through
and hit the target with excellent
bombardment results. The 451st
received its third Presidential Cita-
tion for this rdid.
um,the“m'uculedonw
give ‘support to the drive§ 3™ the
Third and Seventh armies in south-
ern rnneet. B-24's were used m ﬂy
les of |gasoll

Welders To Have

Mass Discussi
‘ BATH, July 31 (AP)—The Inde-
pendent Brotherhood of Shipyard
Workers ‘will sponsor & ‘mass; dis-
cussion meeting tomorrow for
Iron Works welders and tackers,
many of whom,, the unipn leaders
said today, belleve an end should
be made to an unsuthorized work
stoppage they began Thursday at
the destroyer- bulldms Bath yard.
“It was apparent that many were
of the opinion that work, should be
resumed,” brotherhood ' president,

Ralph A. Mulligan sald after o (¥

conference between tunion officials
and repr tatt of the
and tackers,

Mulligan said the employes hndl
been assured that as soon as work
resumed a meeting would be held |
with management which was ex-
pected then to reply to wage . de-

th

A
Armmuon would folm if man- | B

pro
factory, Mulugnn sald the ‘men
were told.
About 700 employes in other de-
partments at the shipyard re-
mlned off duty todny hecause of

md bombs to Lyons, France. Seven
supply were: flown in
heavily laden aircraft, despite severe
‘cloud conditions which made flying
over mounulnmu terrain difficult
and dangerous,

' That fall, synthetic ofl plants in
central Germany, Poland, Ozecho-
slovakia, Austria and Hungary were
hit almost daily in successful at-
tempts to deprive the Nazis of fuel
for thelr mechanized army and
Luftwaffe. Communications targets

priority. |
With the shortage of @ airplane
anlfnhLmur opposition dwin-

M
and rallroad yards were second in| esuseof

duction created by
uhseneu in the welding depart-
ment.
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